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WATER MILL

CHURCH OF CHRIS

1 once noticed a sign in front of a business here in town with this message for
the public: “Now Hiring Smiling Faces.” Whoever was doing the hiring apparently
knew that people like you and me appreciate being met and assisted by someone
with a cheerful way about him. In fact, his sign suggests he had that kind of
disposition himself. A smiling face puts people at ease, sets a warm tone, and leaves
a good impression.

The wise man of the Old Testament obviously respected the value of a
cheerful disposition. In Proverbs 15:13 he observes, “A glad heart makes a cheerful
face, but by sorrow of heart the spirit is crushed.” Two verses later he says, “All
the days of the afflicted are evil, but the cheerful of heart has a continual feast.” In
Proverbs 17:22 he adds, “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries
up the bones.” Notice what a blessing a glad heart, a cheerful heart, a joyful heart
can be.

1t is not surprising, then, that New Testament writers also assign great value
to this quality. “Glad and generous hearts” are said to have been a leading
characteristic of the early church (Acts 2:46). The call for the Lord’s people to
always be rejoicing in him is repeated for emphasis (Phil. 3:1; 4:4). John even
explained that his reason for writing was “that our joy may be complete” (1 Jn.
1:4).

Statements like these don’t mean, of course, that brothers and sisters in
Christ all have exactly the same temperament or that they ignore the tough things
that happen in life. They do not suggest that we put on insincere smiles for the
crowd, or that we become flippant about serious things. But they do remind us that
our general disposition, our overall demeanor, as God’s children is to be one of
cheerful goodwill.

If the sons of this world can recognize the value of smiling faces, it should be
even more obvious to the family of God. The message a smiling face sends is, “I
know I've been blessed; I'm glad to be here; I'm interested in you.” Cheerful hearts
honor God, encourage others, and bless their owners.



Prayer Lists and Announcements
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needs supplies to prepare for
their competition in April. For
specific supplies that are
needed, see the Giving Tree or
see Julie Alexander or Linda
Currier. We also need pictures
from church events for the past
year.

d Today’s events:
FPU class at 2:30 :
Golden Agers meet at 4 in Rm 126 §

Pew Packers meet at 4:45

SNAC TONIGHT after service

SINCE GOD SO LOVED Us, 1 $ )6 3,47,
WE ALSO OUGHT TO LOVE 8 8 8
ONE ANOTHER,

1 JonN 411 +79- 1_




News & Events

Upcoming Events

GOLDEN AGE JAMBOREE at Fair
Haven Saturday, October 10 at
9:45 a.m. Golden Agers, be
sure to sign up at the Welcome
Center if you plan to attend
and indicate what you will
bring!

Happy Hollow SINGING NIGHT
AND CHILI SUPPER October 10
beginning at 5 p.m. $5 a bowl.
Games, singing, smores by the
camp fire

Elders meet next Sunday at 2

Areawide Youth Night at Water
Mill October 18. We request

your assistance by providing

canned soda or bottled water.
Please bring by Wednesday,
October 14, and place in the
kitchen. As always, thank you
in advance for your willingness
to help in this way.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 1

Fall Preschool Potluck 11/1

ALL are welcome to
F attend the wedding
of Megawn Crum and
_John Hollingsworth
at 1 o’clock on October 17+ at the
Bell Tower Chapel in Ozark.
Reception will follow at 5 p.m. at
the Clarion Hotel. Please RSVP
if you plan to attend the

reception.
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Gospel Meeting/Bolivar
Dave Miller, Speaker
Gospel Meeting/Berryville
Bill McFarland, Speaker
Ladies Day at Sparta
Elaine Poland, Speaker
(RSVP by 10/7)

Ladies Day at Strafford
Gospel Meeting/Seymour
Bill McFarland, Speaker
Gospel Meeting/Carthage
Ray Sullins, Speaker
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9-11

11-14

17

24

25-28

25-28

Kicking Against The Goads

By Dennis Smith
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Even though the expression “kicking against the goads”-- or as it is found in the King James Version -- “kicking
against the pricks” ( Acts 9:5), it is not found there in some of the newer translations. Yet, (almost without

exception) it is found in other translations from Acts 26:14. Here the Apostle Paul retells the story of his conversation
with the Lord which eventually led to the conversion of this once persecutor of the church. This is one reason why every
Bible student must consider all possible avenues which are available in scripture. The real lesson is not just where this

thought is found, but what is its meaning. E. M. Zerr explains it like this: “If an animal kicks back when his master
prods him with the goad, it only makes it pierce him the more. Likewise, if Saul continues to rebel against the authority of

the Lord, it will make his experience that much more disagreeable at last.” So it is with us all! The rejection of the Lord
by Paul, known at this time as Saul of Tarsus, was counted by the Lord as a process of persecuting Him. Year after year
there are those who are turning their backs upon Jesus or they are turning back to a life of sin. In either case, they are
persecuting Jesus, but the worse case scenario is this: It will be more disagreeable with them in the end -- meaning the end

of time and the eternal judgment of the Lord.




Schedule of Services
Sunday Morning Bible Study........ 9:00 AM
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Sunday Evening Worship.............5:00 PM 0 3¢
Wednesday Night Bible Class....... 7:00 PM 3020 North Barnes Avenue
Springfield, MO 65803
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
OUR MISSION POINTS

Mark & Era Thiesen, Malawi, Africa

Joey & Tammy Treat, Northern
Mariana Islands

Jeremiah Akamah, Cameroon, Africa

Voice of Truth International

"The Living Word" Phone: 417-866-0915
7:30 AM. Sundays Fax:  417-831-0312
KOLRTV 10 E-mail: info@watermillchurchofchrist.org
"In Search Of "Know Your Bible" Website: watermillchurchofchrist.org
The Lord's Way"  10:30 A.M. Sundays Office Hours:
7:0&&_’% _?\lquc(i)ays Sp}gg%t;?_l.?.\?s 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday - Friday

Service Rosters
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